Lesson Plan  

Written by Jessica Pyatt and Sandra Jordan

Title: Article Format for Informational Comparison and analysis

Grade Level/Subject: 9-12 “LIFE” and “Resource Management”
Illinois Learning Standards: 
English/Language Arts State Goal: 3.C.5A Communicates information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional and/electronic formats; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation
Math State Goal: 6.A.5 Perform addition, subtraction and multiplication of complex numbers and graph the results in the complex plane 

6.D.5 Solve problems involving loans, mortgages and other practical applications involving geometric patterns of growth
Skill Standards: Solving Problems and Thinking Critically (English Arts) Identify the problem; 5.A.2a, 5.A.3a Clarify purpose and goals; 5.B.3b, 5.B.5a Identify solutions to a problem and their impact; 5.A.3b, 5.B.5a Employ reasoning skills; 1.C.4c, 1.C.5c, 1.C.5f, 2.B.4a, Evaluate options, Set priorities; 1.B.5c Select and implement a solution to a problem; 5.A.3b, 5.A.4b, 5.A.5b Evaluate results of implemented option; m5.B.5a
Overview: Students are introduced to the terms of a pre-paid cell phone plans and that is found on pre-paid cell phone plans application. Students will use questioning to activate prior knowledge.  While reading, highlight important information and then compile information to use as support in an analysis of a prepaid cell phone plans and bill. The students will then team up in an activity to learn pre-paid cell phone plans and use the prepaid cell phone comparison worksheet to compare pre-paid cell phone plans. They then distinguish between the advantages and disadvantages of using a pre-paid cell phone plans.
Objectives: 

1. Read article and gather useful information.

2. Use websites to locate an additional article and gather information.

3.
Compare the different types of pre-paid cell phone plans  

Academic principles: Students will use the “K-W-L” reading strategy to distinguish useful information from articles.  Then use this information to formulate an opinion and support it within a persuasive essay.    

CTE Application:  This lesson introduces the importance of reading pre-paid cell phone plans and basic reading skills for articles found on the internet and reinforces basic math skills necessary and that are used for day to day living.
Reading Strategy Details

K-W-L reading the article the students are asked to respond to a number of questions to activate prior knowledge.  During the reading the students will pick out important information and after compile information and relate it to the questions answered previously.  
Activities & Procedures

1.
Pre-Activities:

K-W-L Activity worksheet
What I Know about prepaid cell phone plans

What I Want to Know about prepaid cell phone plans (List of Questions?)


1.   


2.


3.

2.
During Activities: Add and Delete questions after each article section
3. 
After Activities: 


What I Have Learned about prepaid cell phone plans


Answer questions (having each student to taking turns)

Compare and analyze 3 prepaid cell plans from internet sources (see attached Directory sheet 

Assessment:
 Close activity with each team giving their selection and have the students justify their selection to verify comprehension 

Closing & summarization:
Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to: define prepaid cell phone plans, identify the fees associated with prepaid cell phone plans describe the trends in prepaid cell phone plans, and explore alternatives to prepaid cell phone plans loans. Students will also be able to define the importance of thoroughly reading pre-paid cell phone plans and making sure they are getting their monies worth. 
Materials Needed: 
Article

K-W-L Sheet

Overhead Projector

K-W-L Sheet and Article on Transparency

Computer

Pen/Pencil

Prepaid cell phone comparison worksheet

Resources: 
Internet 

“K-W-L Sheet” from the reading strategies book: 

2001 by The Center For Applied Research in Education

Articles:

Prepaid cell phone plans: the basics   

http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-3504_7-6260217-2.html?tag=arw
How To Pick a Prepaid plan

http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-3504_7-6260217-3.html?tag=arw
Prepaid Cell Phone Plan Directory 

	Service provider
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Calling plan: 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Basic monthly fee:
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Activation fee
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Anytime minutes:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Night/weekend minutes:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Additional airtime rate:
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute

	Long distance rate: 
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute

	Roaming rate:
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute
	$.__/minute

	Peak hours: 
	___ to ___
	___ to ___
	___ to ___
	___ to ___

	Off-peak hours:
	___ to ___
	___ to ___
	___ to ___
	___ to ___

	Contract length:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Text Message Fee
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Internet usage fee
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Music Download fee
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Early termination fee
	$
	$
	$
	$

	Plan changes allowed:


	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cancellation fee: 
	$
	$
	$
	$


Prepaid Cell phone plan comparison worksheet

Name _________________________________________________  Date __________

Prepaid plans: the basics


What's the benefit of going the prepaid way?
The big advantage of prepaid is that there's little hassle and no commitment. By contrast, if you sign up for a traditional plan with a major cellular carrier, you'll likely sign a contract binding you for a year or more. If you break the contract, you'll have to pay a big penalty. Another advantage of prepaid plans is that you won't have to endure a credit check; in some cases, you won't even need a credit card. With Virgin Mobile, for instance, you can walk into a Virgin Mega-store, grab a phone with prepaid minutes off the rack, plunk down your cash, and start dialing.

How to use a prepaid plan
To get started with a prepaid plan, you buy a phone and a set amount of service. For some carriers, you pay specifically for a bucket of minutes, ranging from 30 to 1,000; for other carriers, you buy the equivalent of a calling card (say, $25). When you use up your minutes or your calling card, your phone stops working, and you must buy more--thus, avoiding overage charges. You can shop through the carrier's Web site, or you can go to a carrier store or a local retailer and buy your phone and minutes in person. While most carriers have simple plans where you just buy minutes as you need them, others have monthly rates or autopay options where your credit or ATM card is automatically charged a set dollar amount each month. As you make calls, the per-minute cost is deducted from the monthly amount until you have no more money or time left.

Sounds good--but what's the catch?
While you might like the idea of no hassle or commitment, you'll pay a price for that convenience. First of all, you'll probably end up spending more per minute over the long run than you would if you signed a contract. This is especially true for anyone who uses a cell phone several hours a week. While you can get as low as 10 cents a minute with some prepaid carriers, there are often additional costs such as daily access fees (sometimes as much as $1 a day) or minutes that expire after just 30 days. On the equipment side, prepaid-only carriers typically don't have the latest bleeding-edge phones, and the majors will limit your handset choices. While some carriers are starting to break the trend (for example, the sleek Motorola Razr V3 offered by Cingular and T-Mobile, as well as Verizon's prepay Razr V3c), others offer little more than budget models. So if you're dying to get a smart phone such as the Treo 700w, you'll have to sign a contract to do so or pay a premium for an unlocked version. Finally, with some prepaid carriers, you won't be able to port your current phone number over to a prepaid phone--and you can't take your prepaid phone number with you to another carrier. Be sure to check first.
http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-3504_7-6260217-2.html?tag=arw
How to pick a prepaid plan

How much should I be paying for prepaid minutes, and what kinds of plans are available?
Most prepaid carriers charge from 10 to 60 cents a minute, depending on the plan--and there are a bewildering number of variations to consider. The bottom line is that there's no one prepaid carrier with an exceptionally good or bad deal, just a dizzying array of variations that may or may not make sense depending on how you use your phone. Read the fine print and consider the big picture before making your choice.

For plans in which you buy buckets of minutes ahead of time, an important factor is the number you buy at once. If you want a relatively small bucket of minutes--say, 150 or so--you'll probably pay 30 cents a minute or more. The more minutes you buy in a chunk, the less you'll pay per minute--down to about 10 cents per minute if you buy 1,000 minutes or more. If you're a frequent chatter, it's probably worth it to cough up the dough for a big bucket of minutes. Also think about when you call, because just as with a traditional plan, prepaid nights and weekends can be cheaper than weekday peak times.

With some prepaid accounts, daily access fees also apply. This could be up to $1 for each day you use your phone or for every day, whether or not you place a call. The every-day access-fee plans usually offer lower per-minute rates, which might be a good deal for heavy-duty talkers; light chatters will probably be better off spending a bit more per minute but paying access fees only when they use their phones. And for those who rarely use their phones, paying even more per minute but avoiding the access-fee plans altogether is probably the best idea. Carriers with monthly autopay options usually give you a better deal on your cost per minute (sometimes close to 10 cents a minute) and typically don't charge daily access fees, but they may gouge you on additional minutes for a given month (often 45 cents a minute or more) or charge you a monthly fee. While the autopay option can be a good deal--especially if you use a lot of minutes per month--make sure your plan includes all the minutes you'll likely need, and keep an eye on your balance.

Confused yet? Here's another wrinkle: in many cases, those minutes you buy don't last forever. Your buckets of minutes and prepaid cash cards will often expire after a set number of days. Not only that, but some carriers make you add a set number of minutes or cash each month to keep your account active, even if you still have minutes or cash remaining on your account. And if you opt for a monthly autopay plan, bear in mind that your monthly allotment of minutes might not roll over.

But wait--there's more. Some prepaid carriers charge high per-minute rates but sweeten the deal with cheap or free night and weekend minutes or unlimited mobile-to-mobile calling--that is, free calls between you and another subscriber using the same carrier. Other costs to watch for include fees for roaming, long-distance calls (particularly for international dialing), text and multimedia messages, and downloads for games and ring tones.

Who offers prepaid plans? And what's all this about MVNOs?
Of the major U.S. carriers, Cingular, T-Mobile, and Verizon now offer prepaid plans. Meanwhile, other companies without the network infrastructure of the big four carriers are getting in on the act. These MVNOs (mobile virtual network operators)--including Virgin Mobile, Boost Mobile, TracFone, and Liberty Wireless--buy huge batches of minutes from the traditional wireless carriers, essentially piggybacking on those networks to offer their own brands of pay-as-you-go wireless service. While MVNOs didn't used to have the extra services that the big carriers did, such as text messaging, ring-tone and gaming downloads, and Web browsing, that's beginning to change.

http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-3504_7-6260217-3.html?tag=arw
Prepaid Cell Phone Plan  Directory
Cingular Cell Phones
Cingular offers avail online only. Shop at Cingular.com now & save!

 www.cingular.com 

T-Mobile Cell Phones
Free Phones Plus Cash Back with any new T-Mobile service plan

Wirefly.com 

TRACFONE Cell Phone Offer
Special Offers with New One Year Prepaid Cards. Get a Free Phone!

Tracfone.com 

Verizon Cell Phone Plans
www.VerizonWireless.com      Shop for Phones and Plans Online at Verizon Wireless - Official site
ALLTEL U Prepaid cell phone plans, compare ALLTEL U Prepaid cell ...
	ALLTEL U Prepaid cell phone plans, company information, latest phones and plans by ALLTEL U Prepaid.
www.phonedog.com/cell-phone-research/companies/alltel-u-prepaid_plans.aspx - 


Boost Mobile - Plans and Services - Coverage Maps
	By accessing this site you accept the terms of our Acceptable Use Policy and Visitor Agreement. © 2007 Boost Worldwide Inc. All rights reserved. ...
www.boostmobile.com/plans/coverage/ - 13k - Cached - Similar pages


Welcome To Liberty
	Get the freedom you need with prepaid service from Liberty Wireless. ... We’re not like any traditional cell phone plans you’ve known! ...
www.libertywireless.com/ - 11k - Cached - Similar pages


U.S. Cellular® Home Page
www.USCellular.com      Test Our Network & Customer Service Risk-Free for 30-Days! Learn More
Pay As You Go - PrePaid Cell Phone Plans from Virgin Mobile
	Pay as You Go with Virgin Mobile - Get a prepaid cell phone plan that lets you pay your phone bills by the month or by the minute.
www.virginmobileusa.com/rates/home.do?utm_source=VirginHomePage&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=Mak... - 41k - Cached - Similar pages


 Nextel Official Site
Sprint.com      Nextel Phones w/ the Most Features That Fit Your Needs.
Part 2
What’s important in this article?
Jessica Pyatt & Sandra Jordan

Title:  
K-W-L Prepaid Cell Phones Article




Grade Level/Subject:  9-12/ English

· This lesson is appropriate for IEP students.
Illinois Learning Standards and/or Skill Standards: 
English/Language Arts: 3.C.5a  Communicate information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional and/or electronic formats; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation.
Skill Standards: Solving Problems and Thinking Critically (English Arts) Identify the problem; 5.A.2a, 5.A.3a Clarify purpose and goals; 5.B.3b, 5.B.5a Identify solutions to a problem and their impact; 5.A.3b, 5.B.5a Employ reasoning skills; 1.C.4c, 1.C.5c, 1.C.5f, 2.B.4a, Evaluate options, Set priorities; 1.B.5c Select and implement a solution to a problem; 5.A.3b, 5.A.4b, 5.A.5b Evaluate results of implemented option; m5.B.5a

Overview

Students will be using the KWL strategy to pull out important information from an article on cell phones, which will lead them towards further research.  Then the students will locate two additional articles using the internet.  Lastly, the students will write an informative essay about their chosen cell phone company.
Objectives

1.
Read article and gather useful information. 


2.
Use questioning strategies to lead research.


3.
Use information to write an informative essay.
Academic principles: Students will use the KWL reading strategy to gather important information from various articles.  Then use information to write an informative essay.  

CTE Application: This lesson introduces the importance of researching and comparing products before making purchases. 

Reading Strategy Details: The K-W-L strategy activates prior knowledge by asking the students what they “K”know about the topic before reading.  Then, the “W” asks what the students might want to know about the topic.  This leads the readers to be looking for important points that could answer their questions.  The students read the article and lastly, the “L” asks them what they have learned.  Normally, the second step repeats leaving the readers with an inquiring mind to read more.   

Activities & Procedures
1. Pre-activity: 

A) K-W-L chart is passed out and the students are given 2 minutes to brainstorm everything they know about prepaid cell phones in the “K” column. 

B) After the two minutes are up, ask each student to give one of their ideas and compile the ideas on an overhead “K-W-L” chart.  Let the students know they can add any of the ideas onto their own chart.

C) Then ask the students to write down one or two questions they have about prepaid cell phones in the “W” column.

D) Again, ask each student to give one question and compile the questions onto the overhead chart.

2. During Reading:

A) Have the students read the article and circle any information that answers a question.

3. After Reading:

A) Go through the list of questions listed in the “W” column and have students respond with the answer from the article.  Copy these on the overhead chart.

B) The students can record these answers in the “L” column.

C) Then ask the students if they learned anything else that could be added to the chart.

D) Lastly, ask the students if they have any other questions about cell-phones that were not addressed in this article.  List these questions in the “W” column and place a star by them to indicate further research.

E) Using their questions as a guide have the students find two more articles about prepaid cell phones from the list of internet sites.

F) The students will read both articles using the K-W-L strategy.
Assessment


After completing their research, the students will use their information they gathered to write an informative essay on pre-paid cell phone plans.  

RUBRIC

	
	Incomplete 0pts
	Completed 3pts
	Excellent

5pts

	3 K-W-L Charts
	
	
	

	Chart info connects with essay info
	
	
	

	Clarity of essay
	
	
	

	Grammar & Punctuation
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	


Closing & summarization:  Class will discuss of the importance of researching products before making a purchase and how this would be beneficial for them in the future.
Materials Needed:
K-W-L charts




Overhead Projector




K-W-L chart on transparency




Article




Access to computers and internet

Resources:


Internet

Prepaid Cell Phone Plan Directory

Prepaid plans: the basics. http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-3504_7-6260217-2.html?tag=arw 3/27/2007

Prepaid plans: the basics



What's the benefit of going the prepaid way?
The big advantage of prepaid is that there's little hassle and no commitment. By contrast, if you sign up for a traditional plan with a major cellular carrier, you'll likely sign a contract binding you for a year or more. If you break the contract, you'll have to pay a big penalty. Another plus of prepaid plans is that you won't have to endure a credit check; in some cases, you won't even need a credit card. With Virgin Mobile, for instance, you can walk into a Virgin Megastore, grab a phone with prepaid minutes off the rack, plunk down your cash, and start dialing.

How to use a prepaid plan
To get started with a prepaid plan, you buy a phone and a set amount of service. For some carriers, you pay specifically for a bucket of minutes, ranging from 30 to 1,000; for other carriers, you buy the equivalent of a calling card (say, $25). When you use up your minutes or your calling card, your phone stops working, and you must buy more--thus, avoiding overage charges. You can shop through the carrier's Web site, or you can go to a carrier store or a local retailer and buy your phone and minutes in person. While most carriers have simple plans where you just buy minutes as you need them, others have monthly rates or autopay options where your credit or ATM card is automatically charged a set dollar amount each month. As you make calls, the per-minute cost is deducted from the monthly amount until you have no more money or time left.

Sounds good--but what's the catch?
While you might like the idea of no hassle or commitment, you'll pay a price for that convenience. First of all, you'll probably end up spending more per minute over the long run than you would if you signed a contract. This is especially true for anyone who uses a cell phone several hours a week. While you can get as low as 10 cents a minute with some prepaid carriers, there are often additional costs such as daily access fees (sometimes as much as $1 a day) or minutes that expire after just 30 days. On the equipment side, prepaid-only carriers typically don't have the latest bleeding-edge phones, and the majors will limit your handset choices. While some carriers are starting to break the trend (for example, the sleek Motorola Razr V3 offered by Cingular and T-Mobile, as well as Verizon's prepay Razr V3c), others offer little more than budget models. So if you're dying to get a smart phone such as the Treo 700w, you'll have to sign a contract to do so or pay a premium for an unlocked version. Finally, with some prepaid carriers, you won't be able to port your current phone number over to a prepaid phone--and you can't take your prepaid phone number with you to another carrier. Be sure to check first.
http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-3504_7-6260217-2.html?tag=arw
How to pick a prepaid plan

How much should I be paying for prepaid minutes, and what kinds of plans are available?
Most prepaid carriers charge anything from 10 to 60 cents a minute, depending on the plan--and there are a bewildering number of variations to consider. The bottom line is that there's no one prepaid carrier with an exceptionally good or bad deal, just a dizzying array of variations that may or may not make sense depending on how you use your phone. Read the fine print and consider the big picture before making your choice.

For plans in which you buy buckets of minutes ahead of time, an important factor is the number you buy at once. If you want a relatively small bucket of minutes--say, 150 or so--you'll probably pay 30 cents a minute or more. The more minutes you buy in a chunk, the less you'll pay per minute--down to about 10 cents per minute if you buy 1,000 minutes or more. If you're a frequent chatter, it's probably worth it to cough up the dough for a big bucket of minutes. Also think about when you call, because just as with a traditional plan, prepaid nights and weekends can be cheaper than weekday peak times.

With some prepaid accounts, daily access fees also apply. This could be up to $1 for each day you use your phone or for every day, whether or not you place a call. The every-day access-fee plans usually offer lower per-minute rates, which might be a good deal for heavy-duty talkers; light chatters will probably be better off spending a bit more per minute but paying access fees only when they use their phones. And for those who rarely use their phones, paying even more per minute but avoiding the access-fee plans altogether is probably the best idea. Carriers with monthly autopay options usually give you a better deal on your cost per minute (sometimes close to 10 cents a minute) and typically don't charge daily access fees, but they may gouge you on additional minutes for a given month (often 45 cents a minute or more) or charge you a monthly fee. While the autopay option can be a good deal--especially if you use a lot of minutes per month--make sure your plan includes all the minutes you'll likely need, and keep an eye on your balance.

Confused yet? Here's another wrinkle: in many cases, those minutes you buy don't last forever. Your buckets of minutes and prepaid cash cards will often expire after a set number of days. Not only that, but some carriers make you add a set number of minutes or cash each month to keep your account active, even if you still have minutes or cash remaining on your account. And if you opt for a monthly autopay plan, bear in mind that your monthly allotment of minutes might not roll over.

But wait--there's more. Some prepaid carriers charge high per-minute rates but sweeten the deal with cheap or free night and weekend minutes or unlimited mobile-to-mobile calling--that is, free calls between you and another subscriber using the same carrier. Other costs to watch for include fees for roaming, long-distance calls (particularly for international dialing), text and multimedia messages, and downloads for games and ring tones.

Who offers prepaid plans? And what's all this about MVNOs?
Of the major U.S. carriers, Cingular, T-Mobile, and Verizon now offer prepaid plans. Meanwhile, other companies without the network infrastructure of the big four carriers are getting in on the act. These MVNOs (mobile virtual network operators)--including Virgin Mobile, Boost Mobile, TracFone, and Liberty Wireless--buy huge batches of minutes from the traditional wireless carriers, essentially piggybacking on those networks to offer their own brands of pay-as-you-go wireless service. While MVNOs didn't used to have the extra services that the big carriers did, such as text messaging, ring-tone and gaming downloads, and Web browsing, that's beginning to change.
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Prepaid Cell Phone Plan  Directory

Cingular Cell Phones
Cingular offers avail online only. Shop at Cingular.com now & save!

 www.cingular.com 

T-Mobile Cell Phones
Free Phones Plus Cash Back with any new T-Mobile service plan

Wirefly.com 

TRACFONE Cell Phone Offer
Special Offers with New One Year Prepaid Cards. Get a Free Phone!

Tracfone.com 

Verizon Cell Phone Plans
www.VerizonWireless.com      Shop for Phones and Plans Online at Verizon Wireless - Official site

ALLTEL U Prepaid cell phone plans, compare ALLTEL U Prepaid cell ...
	ALLTEL U Prepaid cell phone plans, company information, latest phones and plans by ALLTEL U Prepaid.
www.phonedog.com/cell-phone-research/companies/alltel-u-prepaid_plans.aspx - 


Boost Mobile - Plans and Services - Coverage Maps
	By accessing this site you accept the terms of our Acceptable Use Policy and Visitor Agreement. © 2007 Boost Worldwide Inc. All rights reserved. ...
www.boostmobile.com/plans/coverage/ - 13k - Cached - Similar pages


Welcome To Liberty
	Get the freedom you need with prepaid service from Liberty Wireless. ... We’re not like any traditional cell phone plans you’ve known! ...
www.libertywireless.com/ - 11k - Cached - Similar pages


U.S. Cellular® Home Page
www.USCellular.com      Test Our Network & Customer Service Risk-Free for 30-Days! Learn More

Pay As You Go - PrePaid Cell Phone Plans from Virgin Mobile
	Pay as You Go with Virgin Mobile - Get a prepaid cell phone plan that lets you pay your phone bills by the month or by the minute.
www.virginmobileusa.com/rates/home.do?utm_source=VirginHomePage&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=Mak... - 41k - Cached - Similar pages


 Nextel Official Site
Sprint.com      Nextel Phones w/ the Most Features That Fit Your Needs.

