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Mark Twain’s works can-
not be fully grasped with-
out first having an under-
standing of how the Mis-
sissippi River and life in
Hannibal, Missouri
shaped young Samuel
Clemens, so this summer,
Betsy Geiselman, Danny
Wilson, and Emily Hayes
spent a week learning
about the life, times, and
literary scope of this liter-
ary giant, all while attend-
ing a teacher workshop at
the Mark Twain Museum
and Boyhood Home. While
there, they discovered the
physical and historical
landscape that shaped

Twain’s writing, listened to
experts illuminate Twain’s
literary body, toured area
sights of interest
(including taking a cruise

on the Mississippi River, and
visiting the cave from Tom
Sawyer), and created lesson
plans utilizing materials
gleaned from the workshop.
Following this enriching
workshop, they came back to
CCHS with an even greater
appreciation for Mark Twain
the man, author, riverboat
pilot, comedian, inventor,
rascal, altruist, and rock star.
Betsy, Danny, and Emily pre-
sented their experiences at
the fall Articulation meeting.

A few of Betsy’s favorite words.

“Be good, and you will be [onesome.” Mark Twain

THE CORNER CHAIR

Renewal. It’s one of the great patterns of
life and one of the great themes of litera-
ture. And one of the great allies of the
teacher. Teachers are renewed by collabo-
rations, by new ideas, by involvement, by
learning. Renewal can be self-perpetuating
if one is open to experience. I'm very proud
to be a part of a department made up of
members who are seeking, engaged, and
committed professionals. You'll see in
these few pages how our faculty reach out

for new knowledge, reach out to help with
school-level initiatives, and how they fulfill
their intellectual passions. In the process
we are renewed and renew each other, so
we can maintain dynamic, engaging class-
rooms. We are fortunate to teach in a
school that sees that connection. The ad-
ministration has generously supported
workshop opportunities and has encour-
aged our participation in the professional
associations that keep us all renewed.
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NEW ENGLISH FAcULTY AT CCHS

time at SIU, Natalie swam
for the Division I Saluki
Swimming and Diving
Team.

school administrator.. A
move to CCHS was not
Bryan’s only transition over
the summer. He got mar-
ried and purchased a new
home.

Bryan Dunn comes to us
after a year teaching in Ari-
zona. He returns to southern

BRYAN DUNN

R

[llinois where his roots re-

main. After several years as a
journalist in the area, Bryan
returned to school to earn his

e Natalie McLean is filling in
certification and enter the

admirably for Casey Barlage
who is on maternity leave
for the year. Natalie is an
Anna native and SIU gradu-
ate with a strong academic
background. During her

family business: education.
Bryan’s father was, for many
years, Superintendent for the
Sparta school district. His
mother was a teacher and

Cheryl Staley

NOIS ASSOCIATION OF

ILLI
TEACHERS

serien as iskrick OF ENGLISH
WXOW to Six of our teachers attended the fall IATE conference in October in Rockford,
. IL. They attended a variety of workshops on literature, on classroom methods, = Those who
'{//gb@ gmﬁ’lm .. . . . . ) .
on grant writing, and on a number of other topics. Illinois Poet Laureate Li- don’t build
@Psoociation °¥ Young Lee and award-winning young adult novelist Chris Crutcher spoke at must burn.
g the conference. Emily Hayes and Danny Wilson presented their fascinating  7t’s as old as
cacher OJZ unit on Spoon River Anthology, by Edgar Lee Masters, which culminated in history and
Gnaliok and io students reading their own .epitaph .poetry at does in a local cemetery. Cheryl juvenile de-
o Staley, who teaches the senior elective class on Shakespeare, presented her ap- [_ .
J rogram proach to teaching The Merchant of Venice. The play involves students in inquents.
P, ;M issues of identity and of being an outsider, excluded by gender, race, religion Ray Bradk?ury,
and immigration status. Both presentations express an emphasis here at Fahrenheit 451
58@88 CCHS on making the literature relevant to students’ lives. J. Dennis

EXTRA CURRICULARS

Clubs
Philosophy Club Co-

sponsors—Emily Hayes,

Committee Work College Readiness—Cheryl Sta-

Dennis ley

Team—Bryan Dunn, Justin

Care Team—Jan Presley,

Justin Dennis Tech Team—Emily Hayes We have a number of fine po-

Danny Wilson

Imagination in Motion—
Danny Wilson, Emily Hayes

Gay/Straight Alliance—Kim
Herron-Titus

Swim Team—Natalie
McLean

N

Reading Committee—
Cheryl Staley (Chair), Justin

Dennis, Jan Presley

International Committee—
Danny Wilson, Emily Hayes

Freshman Monitoring

African-American Read-In—
Tarrie Dullum

CCHS Faculty Union Offi-

cer—Kim Herron-Titus

New Teacher Mentors—Jan
Presley

ets on staff. Recently, Emily
Hayes as learned that her
poem, “ “ will be published by
the Boston Review. Danny
Wilson was a finalist in the
Consequence Magazines 2009
Consequence Prize in Poetry.
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Jan Presley, Kim Herron-
Titus and Tarrie Dullum at-
tended The Boothbay Literacy
Retreat that focused on liter-
acy in the 21st century. The
connection between reading
and writing, and the integra-
tion of technology featured in
this workshop. Among the
presenters were widely re-
spected researchers and teach-
ers, including Robert Probst

and Kylene Beers, whose book,
Adolescent Literacy: Turning
Promise into Practice, was the
centerpiece of the Reading
portion of the retreat. Their
emphases on metacognitive
strategies and on encouraging
personal reactions to reading
dovetail well with departmen-
tal philosophies. The writing
portion of the retreat stressed
authentic writing and the revi-

sion process. Nancy Atwell,
famed advocate of reading and
writing workshops in the mid-
dle school context, presented.
Jan, Kim and Tarrie shared
their experiences at the
Boothbay Literacy Retreat dur-
ing the Articulation In-Service
earlier in the semester. Atten-
dance at the retreat was made
possible by professional devel-
opment grant money.

SIATE

CCHS hosted the fall meet-
ing of the Southern Illinois
Association of Teachers of
English workshop. Janice
Neulib, IATE Exec. Secretary
and Professor of English at
ISU, presented a fascinating
session on Saturday, Oct. 2
about myth patterns in litera-
ture. CCHS faculty, SIU
students and faculty and
teachers from other districts

“Poets are simply
those who have

made a profession
and lifestyle of be-

attended this Satur-
day morning profes-
sional development
workshop.

Emily Hayes is
SIATE President,
and Cheryl Staley is

Program Director.

CCHS continues its commit-

CO-TEACHING

ing in touch with

their bliss.” Joseph
Campbell

E. Hayes

ment this year to providing
concentrated services for stu-
dents struggling with English.
Two teams cover 5 sections of
combined track 2 and track 3
students at the freshman level.
Justin Dennis is partnered with
Special Education teacher Pam
Barr, and Emily Hayes shares
duties with Leigh Taylor, a

reading teacher. At the sopho-
more level, Jessica Pyatt, a
Special Education teacher with
certification also in Reading,
teaches with both Kim Herron-
Titus and Tarrie Dullum. Read-
ing specialist Marcie Morris
team-teaches the senior track
3 class with Cheryl Staley. They
are particularly working on
college readiness using,

among other tools, MyFounda-
tions Lab, a writing skills devel-
opment software program that
was tested over the summer
for a credit recovery class.
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Strategy Spotlight:

The Socratic Seminar

At all levels, we seek to involve students in critical thinking and in articulating clearly ideas that are supported by
reasoning and textual evidence. An excellent way to practice these skills, as well as listening and speaking skills, is

the Socratic seminar. Prior to the seminar, students have prepared by careful, close reading of a text and by thinking
about particular questions and preparing notes. On the day of the seminar, students are given a significant central

question that usually requires synthesis. Although the teacher may facilitate the sharing of ideas, students are re-

sponsible for sustaining the
insights. The Socratic seminar
unit, or it may, and often does,
It’s an efficient way of preparing
weighed various ideas; they've
had to defend ideas; and
approaching a topic. Students
college to let us know how

STUDENTS DISCUSS IN
MsS. HERRON-T i t u s {
1ST HOUR

F
mmmam lead to a major writing assignment.
B tudents to write. They have
collected textual references; they've
¥ they've heard different ways of

discussion and discovering new

may be a culminating activity for a

often come back after attending
much better prepared they are
than most of their classmates to
participate in high level discus-
sions.

Quotables Enjoy a few of our favorite words throughout the

newsletter.

CCHS English Faculty

Justin Dennis, Chair, Freshmen, Juniors, Seniors

Tarrie Dullum, Sophomores, Seniors
Bryan Dunn, Freshmen, Sophomores
Betsy Geiselman, Freshmen, Juniors
Emily Hayes, Freshmen, Juniors

Kim Herron-Titus, Sophomores, Seniors
Natalie McLean, Freshmen, Sophomores
Jan Presley, Juniors, Seniors

Cheryl Staley, Freshmen, Seniors

Danny Wilson, Sophomores, Juniors
Pam Barr, Freshman co-teacher

Leigh Taylor, Freshman co-teacher
Jessica Pyatt, Sophomore co-teacher

Marcy Morris, Senior co-teacher

“Trust thyself... Ac-
cept the place the di-
vine providence has
found for you, the so-
ciety of your contem-
poraries, the connec-
tion of events. Great
men have always
done so.” (Ralph Waldo

Emerson, Self Reliance)

D. Wilson



